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HERE'S A CHANCE to obtain a BOOK CLUB SPECIAL (Howard 
Baker) for £12: second-hand but in fine condition, boxed, 
tissued. Several almost complete collec ti ons purchased recently. 
Quite a number of "out of prints" a bit dearer. 

FACSIMILES in similar condition £6 each; also out of prints 
from £10. 
Latest Lists of NEW Book Clubs and Facs imiles available. 
Fill up the gaps in your collection ! 

The Scout; Captain; B.O.A.; Chums; Young England. Many 
fine volumes. 
Magnets: rec en t collection purchased covering 500 to the end. 
In add ition to existing stocks. 

Here's something different! Bindings as new. Beano, complete 
1976 - £30. Bullet, complete 1976. Big fat volumes £30 each . 
Beano 1977 - £25. Dandy 1976 - £30. Bullet 2 vols . 1977 
- £15 eac h. Fury 1977 from No. I - £20. Buster 1977 2 vols. 
- £15 each. Tob y from No. 1: 1976, 77 - £20 each. Magic 
1976 from No. 1 - £25. Buster 1977 in 2 vols. - £ 15 each. 
These bindings cost around £ 12 each so price of the co mic s 
isn't much. --

You really should pay a visit to Aladdin's Cave! 
6 storeroo ms full of Old Boys' Books. Nothing like it any
where else. 

NORMAN SHAW 

84 Belvedere Road , Upper Norwood 
London S.E.19 2HZ 

Nearest station B. R. Crystal Palace 

Telephone: 0 I -771-985 7 
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A DOG WrTH A BAD NAME 

J hav,e just read again this fine old story by Talbot Baines Reed. 
The last time must hav e been over 40 yea r s ago when 1 re ad it to 
a group or my boys in consecutive even ings when par t of my school 
was evac u;3.ted to rural Surr ey during the war years . I find it just 
as enterta ining n.ow as 1 -- and my boys - did then. 

I t is my favourite of all t he Reed st or ies, in spit e of its outra 
geous coincidences . After all, stagge ring co incidences do happen, 
though not often in such profus ion as t hey occur in "A Dog with a 
Bad Name" . But , some how, coincidence, when well hand led, br ings 
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a warm glow to the heart of the reader. 
For a few chapter s, this is a school story . I have no doubt 

that Bolsover College, and its new liv e- wire Head, Mr. Fr ampton, 

gave Char les Hamilt on his model for th e Hi gh Coombe Sc hool for 

Slacke rs. Th ough, in the case of Bol sover, the new Head' s too fa st 

and fr equent r e form s produ ced tr agedy, wherea s Hami lton ' s refo rm ing 

Mr. McCann was used for slapst ic k co medy . 

John Je ffreys, the slouchin g, nin et een-y ea r-old hero - though 

he is not portrayed as heroi c - find s a post in a small privat e school 

where the pupils g lee full y link his name with the inf amous Judge 

Jeffr eys , ju st as th e Remove, many yea r::; late r, was to revive the 

idea when a brutal new Headmaster named Jeffr eys wen t to Gr eyf riar s. 

"D og with a Bad 1ame" is partly a love sto ry, tol d in tender , 

unsent im ent al langu age, when th e cl um sy Jeffr eys , sadd led with his 

own sense o f guilt , seems to have li t tl e chance against his rival, the 

smart , suav e, and rather treachero us Scarfe . It is, ver y mildl y and 

very pleasantl y , a rel igiou s stor y - Reed was a great Chris ti an - but 

the writ er never made the mist ake of making his story ri ng ''pi " -

the mis take which a Magn et sub writer made when he wrote a pretty 

awful Magn et stor y "The Sunday Cru saders". 
"Dog with a Bad Nam e'' is melodrama in parts . It is bordering 

on Dick ensi an in part s. It even has an ar my sequenc e, all blending 

happi ly into a sati sfy ing whole. A nd th ere is co inci dence upon coi n

c iden ce. And somehow th e averag e read er find s all th e co inc idenc e 

heartwarming , and perhaps even a t ri fie subtle . 
La st month a reader whose le tt er appeared in our co lumn s 

appealed for more att enti on in C.D. to be gi ven to the o ld hard -co ver 

school stor ie s of our yo uth . I'm all for keeping alive Lheir memorie s, 

though it is unlikel y , even In today's materi a li sti c world, th at th e 

sto r ies o f Talbot Baines Reed co uld ever co mpl et ely die . Th e same 

appli es to the deli ghtf ul school stori es whi c h Wodehouse wrot e earl y 

in his caree r, makin g hi s schoolb oys vastl y ent ertaining but o litt le 

coo facet ious. 
Desmond Coke' s handful o f stori es are amongst my favo uri tes. 

I have ever co nsid ered his magni f 1cent "Bendin g of a Tw ig" a~ t he 

most crue- to-iife schoo i stury ever written by anybody • and ! vo ice 

my op ini on as an ex-sc hoolboy and an ex-schoolma ster. Hylton 

C leaver, and, parLi cularl y Coke , al l wrote fo r the older schoolboy 

and th e adult . N early as worthy wer e Avery, Bird, Goodyear, and 

ot hers, who al l wrot e for the younger ~choo lboy reader . 

Thei r memorie s will never di e. WE must make sure t hey don 't . 
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TH E BOYS' ' FRI END 30 LI BRA RY 

A rea,der, whose le t ter we pub l ish t hi s month, menLi ons t he t im e 
when th e 13.f.L. was prrnt ed hor i zonta ll y across th e page, th e obj ect 
be ing, presum abl y , to save paper by get tin g t hr ee column s o f prin t 
to rhe page . Th is was an ex ped ie nt used tow ards t he end of t he 
F irsL World War, and, so far as I ca n judg e, the form at did not last 
long. 

The Libr ary had start ed Out about 1907 as "T he Jac k, Sam, and 
Pete Librar y ", w hich see med rat her a curi ous idea, but wi th in a mo nth 
or t wo th E! new Librar y beca me the B. P.L. With norm al si zed pr in t 
goin g right ac r oss the page , and wi th eac h issue co mpr is i ng, for many 
years , 120 pages plu s covers (th e S.B.L. was simi lar in it s early yeu rs) 
it sur ely pr ovid ed good value for money . Bound, as I have a good 
many o f tho se earl y edition s, t hey mak e nea t li tt le book s in a 
bookcase . 

A s t he w ar pr ogr essed, the numb er of pages was reduce d, and 
a 2- co lumn presenta t ion in t rodu ce d. ft pro bab ly saved space , and 
cer tainl y m ade for easier readin g. . 

Th en, as th e war drew to it s e nd, th ey tri ed printin g sid ew ays 
ac ros s instead of down th e page, wit h t he intr oductio n of t hree co l
umn s of print. l hav e seve r al of th ese, in cl uding one or t wo Cedar 
Creek sto r y co11ection s. I be li eve t hat t he tw o Rob erL W. Co mr ade 
stories (whi ch have been di scussed rec en tly by our Br ooks ' fa ns}, 
entitl ed "Scorn ed by th e School " and "C ad o f t he Schoo l' ' were 
reprinted in t hi s format . l have th em bot h somewhe r e In my archiv es. 

I do not think th e fo rmat was ever used fo r t he Sexto n Bl ake 
Li br ary , and, as 1 said, I t hin k i t did not last long wi t h t he B.f .L. 
A wkw ar d, and almo st imp ossibl e fo r bindin g, i t can ha rd ly have been 
popul ar wi t h th e readers of t.he day, t hough these cop ies have a 
novel ty va lu e aII th ese yea rs lat er . 

TH E EDI T OR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANT ED: M erc ia Bioscope Quart e r ly (Merc ia Cin ema Soc ie ty ) 
Nos. 4 - 14. Mer c ia Newsree 1 issue No. I . 

M. R. THOMPSO N, WYV ERN SQUAR E, SUNDER LAND , TYNE-A N D
WEA R, SR2 9HD. 
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AU G UST 1935 

I t looks as thoug h England may have fo und the answer to 

A ust ralias ' wonder c ricketer, Don Bradman . The new cr icket wonder 

of our own cou ntry is playing his first season with the moin York shire 

e leve n. Hi s name is Leonard Hu tto n, and he is on ly a boy yeL -

barely ninete en - but bowler s are beginning to loathe him. In a year 

or two he will be playing fo r England, for a cerLa int y . He was born 

in Pudsey , where he went to school. 
If he had been a bit o lder, Hutt on co uld have bene fi ted the 

Eng lish Test Team this year. f or Wyatt's men have lost th e Test 

series aga inst South Africa . Every match was a dr aw except the 

one at Lord 's which Wade' s South A rrica ns won . So, in the lase game, 

at the Oval , England had to win out right to squa re the series . Bue 

i t is unother draw - the fourth . So South Africa , with their one 

out right win, have got the series in the bag. 
The School for Slackers ser ies in Modern Boy - the seco nd ser ies 

of tales about High Coombe - hc1:- ended. Oddl y enough, there was 

no H.igh Coombe story at a ll in Lhe first Modern Boy o f the month. 

The second iS-'-Ue1 however 1 brought "The Cricket Dictator ". Ferg uson 

of the Fourth has been made Head of games , and he tu rns the slack

ing seniors oul for practice at the nets at four 0' clock in the morning . 

I rea l ly wouldn ' L hav e thou ght it would have been light a t th ::it ti me 

in the mornin g, but apparently il was. I' m a cricke t fiend myself , 

but I wouldn ' t want to practise at 4 a. m. 
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The third issue of Lhe month brought "Tar and Feat hers for 

Jimm y M cCa nn" . I t' s a plot by Aub rey Co mpLon, but the French 

mast er got the lot. But rhe new Head rescued Compton from a 

dangerous position , and at the end of thi s sLory Compton has a 

change of hean conce rning Mr . McCann . 
The fo urth issue or the month bro ught " Fini s'' for the pre~ent 

series with "Jimm y McCc1nn'$ Mirac le" . High Coombe beats Okeham 

at cricket - so it looks as Lhough the Head has succeeded . The 

School for Slackers has at last had a t otal change of heart it self. 

And tl1e author, Char les Hamil ton , asks a quest ion at th e end of 

it al l - ''Will iL last?" . 
The Captain Justice stories this month have been "The Sur

render of Cap t. Justice " . The Cap tain, in enemy hands, is de feated . 

Then " Esca pe!". The Captain escapes from Cru rnp' s Castle. Then 

"The Dynamite Train" . It' s driv en by Justice . The n "Blazing Perri" 

with the Ca ptain still on the borrowed loco. Finally "Captain 

Justice - Traitor" . The Captain betrays his most loyal co mrade s, 

handing them over to the ir bitt erest foe . But Justice is a cra ft y 

gent, so II' m sure he has a plan . 
The Bigg ies storie s continu e every week in Modern Boy . And 

G. E. Rochester cont r ibutes st ories on Parso ns' Flying School. 

There has been a tragic happen ing in a European Royal Famil y. 

At the e nd of the mont h Queen Astrid , the wife of young Kin g 

Leopold of the Belgians , was killed in a car crash in Switzerland . 

She was only 30, and has thr ee chil dren. King Leopold himself was 

drivi ng the car when i t c rashed into the parapet of a bridge, and 

he him self was injured . Great sympathy is fe lt for the you ng Ki ng 

who lost his own father in a ski-ing accident only two years ago. 

A top-hole Augu st in th e mon thlie s. The Greyfria rs sto ry in 

the Schoo lboy s' Own Libr ary is "Th e Call of the Desert". An Arab 

schoo lboy, Ali ben Usef, is kidnapped, and thi s is the sta rt of some 

thrilling adventures in the Sc.1hara Deser t for the Rem ove churns 

and some of the Cliff House girls . The St . Jim 's tale in the S.O.L. 

is also exce pti onal being "Th e St . Jim 's Hikers", set most ly in 

England th ough at Lhe end they find themse lveg at the gambling 

p!ace s i n Northe rn France . 
The re is a King of the rslands stor y in the Boys' Friend Librar y. 

I t is enti tl ed ''Boss of the Paci fi e". 
Pierre Quiroul e is back thi s month in the Sext on Blake Librar y 

in a novel calle d "T he Secret of the Arma ments Ki ng". Grant and 

Juli e are introdu ced and find t hemselves pri soners in a 
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mysterio us house. Th eir captor is a masked sci entist, and the reason 

he wea rs a mask is s tartlin g, as Juli e find s out. 

Ano ther good S.B.L. is "The Beauty Parl our Murd er" by Gi lbert 

Chester . A soc ie t y lady is fo und dead in th e home of a ri si ng yo ung 

beaut y speciali st , and he is suspec ted of her murd er . 

There is a new Agatha Chr isti e book out this month . ft is 

ent itl ed "D eath in th e Cloud s", it sta r s Hercule Poirot, and Doug has 

bought i t fo r 7/6. Thi s is the second new Poir ot sto r y In 1935. 

Th e Packsadd le stories have ended in th e Gem , and th e res ult 

is muc h long er sto r ies in the pape r, which is a thing for whi c h to 

be th ankf ul. The mon t h 's f ir st St. Jim' s stor y is "Th e Cheat ". It 

is a magnifi ccn L st ory . Levison pers uades Gussy to le t him, Levi son, 

impe r sonate Gussy and sit for an examina ti on as Gussy in Gussy 's place . 

Rut L ev ison over -r eaches him sel f when he trie s to blackmail Gussy. 

Next "Th e Sixtll - Form cr' s Secret ". Tom Merr y accide ntall y lea rn s 

Lang ton 's secr et, and pr omi ses sil ence . But some body el se learn s th e 

secret and gives L angto n away - and Tom Mer r y is blam ed. Lovel y 

ta le. 
Nex t a typical St. Jim' s tale , and a rattling good one . Jt is "R ag

g ing Mr . Rat c liff " . When Ratcliff beco mes obnoxious to th e juni or s, 

"Mr s. Rat c liff e" turn s up. High jink s in an imper sonat ion story . 

Ne xt "C hums on Pat ro l", a sco ut ing scory about the Curl ews. 

A delicio us inte r lude, thi s one. Fina l o f the month is a gorgeous 

seriou s tale starring Luml ey-L umle y. It is "The Out sider' s Dark Hour '', 

in whi ch Luml ey is the vi ct im o f a pl ot . A mi ght y fin e mont h in 

t he Gem, with ever y tale t ip-top . 
Th e St . Fra nk's seri al ''My ste ry M il l" has proved Lo be a short 

one, and it has ended. A new seri a l ''The Black Hand at St . Fr ank ' s" 

has slorte d at th e end of the month . 
The gove rnm ent is calling fo r sanctions against I taly on acco um 

of all the ir threat s aga inst Ab ys:sini a. And , in German y, univer sal 

co nscript ion ha been inLrodu ced, so t hal eve ry young man in th e 

co untry has to go in to th e army . 
A few very good, and n few no t-so-good British film is "Abdul 

th e Damne d" starri ng f ri tz Kortn er . lt is set in Turk ey at th e turn 

o f the cent ur y. Shirle y Tempie li- in "Srlgtlteye:; ", about a littl e g irl 

ca ught up beLween fos ter parents. It is t his l i ttle gi r l 's fi rst picLUr e 

in whi ch she is billed as Lhe Lop srn r . Very l wee r! 
An e labora te fi Im is ''T he Dev i I is a Woman" stnrnng Mr1rl ene 

Dietrich . A bit heavy-going fo r me , but the ladi es, and Doug, love 

it . A very A mer ican t ype co med) is "H ell dorado'', ,;tarr ing Ri char d 
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Arlen and Madge Evens. 
Warner Oland is in "Charlie Chan in Paris", and Bill y Cotton 

and his band, with Nellie Wallace, are in a lightw eight bit of stuff 
named "Variety". A novel film is ''The Scoundrel " starring Noe! 
Coward . A famous writer dies, and his ghost comes back. Good 
fun in its way. 

A good crime fi lm is "Th e Glass Key" sta rring George Raft 
and Edward Arnold. A fairish spy t hrill er is ''Briti sh Agent" starrin g 
Leslie Howard and Kay Fran c is. So a mixed bag this month . With 
aut umn round the co rn er, 1 reckon the shows will get better. 

A CJeethorpes dentist , nam ed Haglyn Taylor, has swum the 
Channel in J 4! hours . A long time to be 1n the water. 

There is an unusuall y spl endid portrait of Harry Wharton on 
the cove r of the first Magnet of the month. The story, "Harr y 
Wharton Wins Through", is the last sto ry in th e remarkabl y fine Stace y 
series . The title tells all . Stacey at last is exposed for Lhe cheat 
he is, and eve n Mr. Quelch is at last convinced. 

Then started a new sum.mer holiday series. The opening tale 
is '' fis h's Holiday Stunt" . fish ' s "popper" invites the Greyfriars chums 
to spend the vacation at Port ercl i ffe. Hall, a grand ol d Sussex mansion. 
And because Bunter discove r s that th e fish family is on the look 
out for ai hoard of gold sovereign s, he is able to get int o the holiday 
party as the price of his silence. Dear old Alonzo Todd (we haven't 
heard of him for ages) turns up and joins the part y as does Oliv er 
Kipps, th e boy co njurer. · 

The seri es continues wi t h "The Mystery of Portercliffe Hall' 'i 
in which Bunter finds that his presence is not desirabl e to the Fish 
family or to his chums. Then "Th e Phantom of Porter c liffe". Harr y 
Wharton & Co . explore Port erc lif fe Hal I from ee l lat to turret , but 
it is Billy Bunter who finds the secret passages of the mansion . 

Finally ''The Greyfriars Gold Hunter", when Bunter, by a lucky 
cha nce , co mes upon the secret of the old oak tree. The ser ies con
ti nues next month. It is pretty good, and it is great to have Alonzo 
back playing a star part. 

NOTES ON DANNY'S DIARY FOR 1935 

Though the golden age of the Magnet was well past , it has long been my 
opinion tha,t the Stacey se ries was the best that Hamilton ever wrote . Even allo,i
ing for thei artificiality of the "doub les " theme , it was a series which had every
thing. A very, very fine schcx:,l story. 1'.nd Chaµna.n' s p:,rtr ai t on the cover of 
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the las t story of the series was probably the best one the celebrated artis t ever 

drew. 
S . O. L. No . 249 '"The Call of the Desert" canprised four stories fran the eigh t 

story SchCX)lboy Arab series of the Magnet of the autumn of 1924 . The i ntrod ucto ry 

story of the series was emitted . S . O. L. No. 250 "The St . Jim ' s Hikers " canprised 

four st or ie s of the sh ort but splendid caravanning seri.es of the (':,em in late sunmer 

1924. A t i p-top couple o f s . o . L. s . 

I am of th e opiru.on tl>.at the Sexton Blake story "The Secret of the Armaments 

King " was a new story fran Pie rre Quiro ule . J cannot trace t hat it had appeared 

previously , and , in addition it ,,.,as rrore the type of cale the writer produced in 

the thirt i es jn contrast to his novels of the twenties . 

The 1935 Gem story "The Cheat " had been "Bought Honours " (a lovely title) 

in t he sunmer of 1912 , and arguably the finest blu e Gem of all tl.llY:!. "The Sixth

Former ' s Secret" had been "'l'he Spy of the School" (another 1'10sterpiece) th e fo1 1ow

ing week in 1912 . 
"Ragging Mr. Rat cliff " had bee n "Rou,3h on Ratcliff " (a superior tit le ) the 

foll o...,ing week in 19 12 . "Chums on Patrol " had been "'The Schoolboy Scouts" Cit 

int.t ocluced Inspector Fix who was to appear again from time to time) in the aub11T1J1 

of 1912 . ''The o..itsidei- ' s Darkest Hour" had been ''One Again st the SchCX)l" (anothe r 

fine schCX)l drama) the following \.-leek in the autumn of 1912 l • So Danny has reached 

the end of the 2nd series of the School for Sla ckers , and , though Danny didn ' t 

know it , it was the ~ of it so far as t<bdern Boy was concerned . As there were 

just the two series - and both s ets appeared in th e earlier months of 193 5 - i t 

does nol suggest to us t hat Uie tales were very popular . It ... as strange that 

Hamilton was to add to the s eri es in his .[X)St-war \>/Ork . Pr obably a case of au 

elderly writer at his wits end for anything new, and content to r e- hash his old 

plots , even the less successful one . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE R EV. ARTHUR POUN D 

I was saddened to learn of the death of Arth ur Pound on 19th 

June last . He wa s a founder member o f th e Midland OBBC, th ough 

he had not att ended since earl y dc1ys, buL he st i ll ret ai ned his interest 

in Lhe hobby , and back number s of the CD wil l be found to co ntain 

a number of hi s poem s on Hamilron ,ana. l had known him since the 

l9 50' s and not a yea r passed witho ut o ur mceLing at least once . 

He was a man of integrity and high principles, buL he also possessed 

a keen sense of humour especi ally where the lagnet was conce rn ed. 

He was wid ely know n and respected , and even Mrs. Pound was sur

prised at the number who aLtended hi s fun era l, whi ch was conducted 

by th e Bi shop o f Dudley . We sfln l l no t l igh tl y forget him. 

ROG ER J r~K INS 
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I BLAKIANA 

FORTY YJEARS OF SEXTON BLAKE (Part I!) by W.O.G. Lofts 

One day 1 rece ived a communi ca ti on from the Le gal Depar tm ent 

of fl eetwa y Publicati ons, requ est ing me to call on th em as soon 

as possibl ,e as it was a matt er of gre at urg ency . Seemingl y t hey 

had hearcl about my know ledge of Sexton Blake, as well as my 

researc h achi evemen ts . Its head was Athol Johnson a Barrister - in

law - a small wir y fri endl y look ing man whom I learned much later 

was reputied to be one of the c leverest lawyers in the business deal

ing with copyrigllt and libel matters. In fact he had Lo be, being 

legal consultant to one of the bigge st publish ers of magazine s in 

the world. Athol had a ve ry st ro ng co nnecti on with our hobby as 

his father was Henry T. Johnson th e very pro Ii fi e and popular boys 

paper writer. In fact Athol wns named after the hero in his alm ost 

cl assica l circu s serial 'Th e Prid e of the Ri ng' . 
Br ief ly I was informed Lhat the firm had rece nt ly signed an 

imp ort ant contr ac t with a T.V . Company that was goin g co produ ce 

a seri es of Sexton Blak e film s featurin g L aur ence Payne in the lead

ing ro le. As the set t ing was to be in t he tw ent ies, the y wante d 

to use ol.d sto r ies , when th e most sui table was those publi shed in 

th e Union Jack, written by Gwyn Evans, Robert Murr ay Gr aydo n, 

and G. H. T eed. Unfortunat el y wt1en th e tale s were penned tel evi sion 

di d not exi st - at least to t he publi c . T her efo re the y want ed to 

cont ac t ei th er the aut hors, or hei rs to co me to some agreement 

with th e m. 
I was able to inf orm him straight away th at all thr ee auth ors 

had di ed in th e 1937/40 year peri od. A s this was almo st thirt y years 

ago, i l was doubtful if th eir wiv es were sti ll in th e land of th e 

living. In fac t r did not know eve n th eir chri sti an names, or where 

the y might be aft er a ll thes e yea rs - but wou ld have a go at tra c

ing th em. I had a deadl ine o f about a month, when using method s 

that Sexton Blake and Sherl ock Holmes would have approved plus 
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an enor mous amount o f luc k I succee ded eventuall y in tr ac ing al l 

three w it hin the time availabl e. 
Mr s. Gwyn Evan s a tin y amusi ng figure liv ed not far fr om me 

in th e sam e postal di stri ct o f London , and I took her up to Fleetway 

House . With her new fo und wea lth she was abl e to visit her daught er 

abro ad. Mr s. Robe rt Grayd on was of a more serious type, and sharp 

business woman . She had never forgotte n the fact that a f irs t edi

tion o f th e classic sto r y Tr easur e Island had been th r own away in 

e rr or man y years befor e. IL had conta i ned a message inside written 

to her husband when a smal l boy by Robert Loui s Stevenson. Wou ld 

have fe tched a small fo rtune at any auctio n. 

Mrs. Te ed r met last livi ng not far from Ca rdiff in South Wales . 

Brough t up on a h igher Social scale lhan the oth er tw o, she reminded 

me of th e late ac tres s i n Dr . Finl ay 's Case-Book . Living with her 

:;ister in a large house belo nging to an elde rl y gent leman who looked 

like Lloyd George , we had dinn er with him dressed in eveni ng dres s, 

wi th silver servi ce and maid in att endance . 

I know th at Mr s. Evan s and Gr aydon hav e since died , and poss

ib ly by this time Mr s. Teed . I t was co mfortin g to know chat I was 

instrum ental in help ing th em to some degree in the ir dec lin ing yea r s 

to ease th e i r financial burden s in our hig hl y infl ated age. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A LETTER FROM ST. FRANK 'S by an Old Boy 

How oft en do you thin k of your schooldays? Do you make co m

par isons of th e then- and- now and fee l any better fo r it ? 

· Those of my generation have co me a long way since those far 

o ff school te rm s, and what we wer t: taug ht the n and what know ledge 

we hove acc umu lat ed sin ce has cha nged our ideas quit e considera bl y. 

For instan ce , when l wa s a boy it was a th eory that if yo u put some 

di r ty linen and a piece o f cheese 1n a co rner o f t he cel lar you would 

ge t spont aneous rep r oduc ti on. 
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That mice would automatically appear . But like a lot of othe r 
theories that one never materialjsed. There were; however, a lot 
of good idea s in the long-ago . We were taug ht etiquette and to 
respect our elders . Even the most elementary schools of learning 
included good behaviour teaching in its curriculum . 

I find much com fort and solace in those old times when we 
knew how to treat a lady. When the boys at St. Frank's meet the 
girls of the Moor View School th e boys raise their caps . Etse where 
this form of acknowledgment has alm ost dfsappeared . Onl y the other 
day in Lotndon I saw a young cou ple board a bus and the young man 
let the g;irl on first . Which showed me he was not a St . Frank' s 
scholar foir he would have been taught Lo board the bus him self fi rst 
and find a seat for his lady friend. 

But time s have changed and not far the better. People have 
cha nged too . In th e cosmos that is St. Prank's the world is exactl y 
the same as i t was when 1 was a junior schoo lboy. The servants 
of knowledge who rul e our early years seem to have an idea fix ed 
that eve ryt hing must change and that we must cha nge too . l wonder 
how many of you who read these notes would willingly return to their 
formative years and begin life all over again. 

Just think of the bunch of theories we could wash out but were 
idol ised in the old days. Uto pia was a word we often band ied about 
as a place where everything was perf ec t. 

It wa s a name given by Sir Thom as More to the imaginar y island 
in his political romance of th e same name . But Utopia means 
Nowhere, so another theory is dashed. 

ll is hardly worth mentionin g a place as being perf ec t when 
it is nowhere. The inf erence is that nowhere is perfe c t, but many 
places and! environment s that I have known fa ll not far short of being 
perfect. 

1 have watched cricket play ed on Little Side at St . Frank's on 
a beautiful summ er ' s day and for me that was a perfect day. I hav e 
know n the thrill of excitement at breaking up periods when Ch ri stmas 
nears. And one of Lord Dorrimor e ' s Holiday cruises in hi s famou s 
SS WANDER ER. There are mom ent s of perfection al I ar ound us 
for those who have eyes to see. 

But for man y ther e will still be the elusive Utopia that sadly 
beckons tbem to.. . nowhere. 
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A 70th ANN IV ERSA RY by C. H. Ch urc hill 

Jun e 12th, 19 15, was a real red lette r day for school boy fiction 

for it was on that dat e that th e fir s t Ne lson Lee Library appear ed 

in the bookshops and thi s was to last unti I A.ugust 23rd, 1933. If 

one consults the ca lendar one will find that 1915 was just sevent y 

vears ago. The Le e ran for eighteen yea rs so that for the last fift y

two vea r s we have been w1 th out any furthe r new numbers . In 1933 

the Lee was arnalg,Hnllled into the Gem and St. Fra nk' s stories were 

included rn that paper for a while but eventual!\· cease d. 

When tile stone:- were relegated to a small part of th e Gem 

the} Jo-;t all their magic whi<'h was really onl} to be expected . Wit h 

the demt'-C of' the Lee Brook !i ob, ioush lost his "sparkle" although 

there wt~re signs of thi s tn rller in the second new ser ies in fact, almost 

certR nh due to ed1 tori al rntcrference or influence . 

We were, of cour,e , rPgaled with rep eats in tlw Schoolboys' 

Own Library and these con ti nued until the wart im e stoppage . Onl y 

a percentage· of the old "Small" ser ies was tr eated in this wa} . 

Usual ly three Lees were condensed into one S.O .L. but on the whole 

the, were fnirl)' well done . Since the war Howa rd Baker Press has 

produced one or two volu mes of St . Frank ' s reprints which came out 

very well . 
Since the war, up until hi s death, Mr . Brooks had a great number 

of sto ri es publishe d by Co llin s relot ing th e advent ur es of Inspecto r 

Bill Cromwell and Johnn y Lister under the pen name of Vict or Gunn. 

These wer e very good and one ca n, with a litt le imagination , see 

Nelson Lee and Nipper in th e parts . As I pointe d out rece ntl y one 

Nelson Lee pre St. Frank 's story was ac tuall y pr int ed as a Cromwell 

storv with ju st th e names al t ered . 
· Wt fans of Mr. Brook s however, ca n be th ankful that we ca n 

still read the Nelson Lee Libr ary thr ough our col lections or borrow 

them f ro m the Nelson Lee Librar y instit ut ed by our late fri end Bob 

Blyth and now carried on by our new friend , Bil l Br adford . 

Lc L us the refore di-ink ro [. S. Brooks on this 70 th anniversar y 

for giving us so many hours ol first c lass entertainmen 1 in his stories 

of th e detec tive adventures of efson Lee and Nipper and the hun

dreds o t s tories of Dorri e, Um iosi tind the boys of St . frank 's in their 

many and varied activ itie s. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Odds and Bobs - s.a. e. for list . DAWK£NS, 33 Jvy J louse 

Park , Henlade, TaL1nton, Somerset, TA3 SHR . 

,, 
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END OF AN ER.A by E. Baldock 

When the Magnet ceased publication in May 1940 it was as 
though the world - or a very Important part of it had suddenly di sa
ppeared. Overnight a way of lif e had passed into limbo. It was 
sudden, ulnexpected and quite unpre cedented . We could not visualis e 
a world without our weekly Magnet, we had grown up with it and 
it had become a part of our dail y existence. Harr y Wharton & Co., 
Bunter, Vernon Smi th, Coker and all the oth er fellow s were as real 
to us as the chaps who lived next door or in the next street. 

1940 was for many of us a watershed in our lives. Th e termi
nation of an old way of life and the beginning of a new and f ar 
more tur·bulent one. We were al l much pre-occupi ed in one way 
or another with a world war which uprooted all the ideas and con
ceptio ns we had hitherto regarded as sacrosanct. We were plung ed 
almost overnight into an urgent turmoil of ac tion . Thi s was instru ~ 
mental to a degree in blunting and lessening the realisation that 
we had lost a dear, and what we had assumed to be a permanent 
institution, some thing which would go on forever . The dear old 
Magnet had ceased to be; a regular and splendid companion for as 
long as we could remember had passed into oblivion . There was 
something missing from the Saturdays immediately following the 
demise, a1 void which was, to myself at least, very tang ible. A facet 
of our way of life had gone. 

Tho .Se of us who were fortunate in having preserved our copie s 
over the years, had perforce to fall back upon and re-rea d th e earlier 
sagas to refresh once more our memories and to bring int o sharper 
focus the half-forgotten adve nture s and plot; to marvel at th e 
patience of Mr. Quelch in hi s dealings with William George Bunter; 
t0 be awed by th e cra ss yet lovabl e stupidit y of Hora ce Coker, and 
admire the long- suffering forb ear ance of Pott er and Gr eene; t o vi si t 
again th e old Remov e form - ro om with it s vener able t im e-pitted desks, 
the scene of so man y dramati c enco unter s over the year s; Lo absorb 
anew th e atmo sphere of that magic corner of Kent wherein flow s 
the river Sark hard by Greyfriar s School - this was no tiresome pur
suit as may be im agined . Yet th e void c reated by the blank weeks 
foiiowing the old Paper's terminati on were traumatic , r reca.Jl, and 
very diffiicult to accept . 

Although too young to appr eciate the very earliest days of 
the Magnet, I have many time s since thought of that momentou s 
day in Fe bru ary 1908 - perhap s not considered so at the t ime -
when the old Paper was launched . What aspi rations and ant ic ipati ons 
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must have motivated th e minds of those responsib le for the pro j ect . 

What dr ea ms must have been germinating in the mind o f the then 

yo ung Frank Richa r ds; possibly not in the w il dest of Lhese did he 

see his creation, Greyfriars School, with a ll it s fascinating appendages, 

mar c hing fo rw ard go ing from strength to str ength ove r so many years, 

and giving pl easur e t o so vasL a rec.1dership. 

Not being gifted with the my stic art of foresight we knew noth

ing of the wonderful resurr ection wh ich lay bef o re us, albeit some 

years ahead . Havi ng survived one world upheaval, t he old Paper had 

mar c hed triumphantl y on to even loftier heights during the inter-war 

years . The fe llow s o f Greyfriars were co n~oli dating their place in 

our affect ion s as perhaps few other cha r ac ters have done. Then out 

of tile blue, as it were, 8 vacuum was crea ted and we were left in 

mid-s t ream with a powerful legacy of no less than forty yea rs of 

che Greyfriars ' legend upon which to draw. Eve nt s hav e now been 

so orde red th c:1t the legend is in a fair way to be ing reperpe tuotcd 

for post erity through the medium of facsi mil e co pie s. 

from the breezy upland s of Co urtfi eld Co mm on, if one li ~tens 

carefully, there may still be heard the distant ro ar of cheering re

echo ing from big - sid e as Wingate or one of his stalwart compan ions 

ins ti ga t e ye t anoth er fin e mov emen t res ulting ln a bril li ant goal for 

the old sc hool. O r fr om the equidis Lant Sark th e sudden burst o f 

yo uthful and iro nic cheering and laugh t er as Coke r co ll ects one more 

' c r ab ' under the seeth in g and embar rassed gaze of Potter and Greene. 

And po ssibly from some bosky , furz e-cove red hollow may yet be dis

ce rnable the fai nt aroma of c igarette smoke occasioned by the pr e

sence of Harold Skinner, Snoop and Stott, or ot her s of a like persua

sion . Or an angu lar shade in homburg, coat and with walking sti ck 

may be g limpsed fading ove r yonder hill . So passes Mr . Quelc h inLo 

the realms of history where, perchanc e, he may enco unter his class

ica l her o, Virgil, with whom one may be sure he w i l l have much in 

common, much to discu ss, not least the origins of the Eneid . These 

echoes are part of the very at mosphe re of a legend, th e light s and 

shado w s of which will not lessen with the passage of time. 

* * * * * * * * • * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • • • • 
THE TH IRTY-NINE CHAPS by Ernest Heiman 

Th e Skipper ' s description , in July CD, of the Rem ove at Gr ey-

friar s as top-heavy wa s very apt . Probably Hamilton never fu l ly 

gra sped just how many chara c ter s had not, so-to-s peak, been rem ove d! 

The reference in the orticle co th e Who' s Who co mpilat ions 
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mighc have put th e fin ger on the r ight spot . Original ly, Pentelow' s 
extensive Greyfriars Gal lery had dealt pret t y thoroughl y wjth ma.in 
and subsidiary characte rs. For those who lik.ed such coll ec tions, J NP 
did quite a good job . 

Surely the oddest it em under th e heading of Who's Who must 
have occu rr ed in the 192 1 Holida y Annu al. Here appear ed a li st of 
a ll Removite s, w ith the ir ages, heig ht s, weights, studie s - 39 of t hem. 

We ll, some time ago, Hamilt on had disposed o f Levison and Elliot 
(th ese tw o were nol part of the 39) . As time wen l by, Hamilton 
obviou sly deci ded he had no use for such as Buist rode, Delarey (nor 
hi s own charac ter , anyway) , H i llary, Rake, Smith Minor (th e sole occu
panr LJf Stud y 8), Alonzo Todd (with the odd re-a ppearance now and 
then), T re luc e, Trevor. An yway, these names all fo rm ed part of the 
J 92 1 Annual Who's Who, what ever non- use the Author may have 
deci ded for th em. A s far as Hami I ton was concerned, the Remove 
probab ly number ed 30 or 3 l, whi ch perhaps was more or less th e 
event ual rnorm. Eve n th en, man y of them were simply 'b ack-cl ot h 
boys' (YOU name them!). 

The snag was , Hamilto n' s own pruning over t he yea r s meant 
not hin g to th e member s of what he rather facetious ly re ferred to 

as the Ed itor' s Menagerie. Th e many illustr ated items th at figured 
at th e foot of the Magnet ce ntre pages for some ti me wer e for ever 
recalling 'name s from the departed'. for example, Delarey prov ided 
the Head with a diam ond from Kimbe r ley ; Rake was an enth usia;;tic 
mov e-ca mera operator; and so on. Hamilton might not want Lhe chaps 
- but the sub-editor s did! 

In 19i38, during t he Second Pac ific Serie s, the Greyfr iar s Gui de 
aL the rear of the MagneL provid ed evidence of - yes, 39 membe rs 
of the Remove. Not quite the same names as had appeared 17 years 
earlier ; Elli ot seeme d t o have return ed, A lonzo Todd to have departe d. 

By tbe end of 1939, Hamilton co uld in all truth hav e been said 
not on ly to have cut dow n, but to have cut ouL, vi r tually most of 
the back-cloth. Prob ably a dozen and a half names would have then 
settled the Rem ove - but one must never reckon witho ut sub- editor s. 
The J 938 Li st was replaced in Dece mber 1939 by a further L ist; still 
39 Removite s, with Alonzo Todd back in and Elli ot out . As, in fact, 
the 1921 List had provided . 

Hardly surpri sing; the L ist of 1939, wi th names, ages, we ight s, 
heigh t s, studies , was IN EVERY DETA IL a reprint fr om th e 1921 Holi
day Annual! 

Small wonder the Gre y friar s Remove was top-h eavy ! 
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NO ESCA PE FR OM BUNT ER (PART TWO ) 

Hard on the heels of my announcement in the July a> of 11 new ' adult ' Billy 

Bunter novel (BUNTER SAHIB by Daniel Gre en ) due for _publication in September , 

news arrives of another Bunter nov el , this time writt en by the distinguished David 

Hughes , au th or of nany books and winner of the 1904 W. H. Smith Literary Aware 

fot" his novel 'l.'liE PORK Bl1l'CHER. The title is BUT FOR Billlrr'ER and i t will be pub

lished by Will iam Heina:riann Ltd . on September 22nd . 

I quote from t.he book ' s dust - jacke t ' bl urb ' : " . • • a new masterpiece -

wtlquely imagined and brirraning with comic 1.nven ti on ... offers nothing less tha n 

a new interpretation of 20th century history , inspired by the antics of one of 

schoolboy fiction ' s all - time favourite heroes . Billy Bun ter li ves ' . .. and i r. 

alive ( tho ugh only jus t at 89) and living in senile retreat in New Ranney . In 

a rambling house by the sea , Patrick Weynouth (a government: investigator) flnds 

the an=en t sybar i te Archibald Aitk en - the ori g in al of the rascally Buntd -

and is swept by his tide of merrori es t o sa re startling discoveries: the re a l i den 

tities of Greyfriars ' legendary ' Fa.nous Five ' , and the truth about sane of the 

20th cen tury ' s crost catacly smic eve nts , If Archie is t o be believed , Bunter is 

far fran fiction - he has he l ped to make hist or y . Ne i ther the classic stories 

of Frank Richard s , nor the great rre.n and landmarks of thi s troulJlecl century will 

ever seem qui te the same again . David Hughes has give n us a new lens through 

\,hich to view tJiem, and a ne1.,r metaphor for our times . Sp l endidly funny , provoca

tive and profound , BUI' r'CR lli.JNIER is one of the nost orig.ma! and enJoyable novels 

of the year" . 
rt all sounds qu.;.te fascinating /lncl I hope to return t o th:isnew book (and 

to BUNI'ER SAHIB) when I have read them • •• 

BRIAN OOYLE 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEWS OF THE OLD BOYS BOOK CLUBS 

MIDLAND 

... , 
.·.:: . \.:,·, . ···-s, 

.,.:ii:~ 

Onl y eight memb ers attended our June meeting . Di sappo inting 

after th e good attendances of rece nt months . It was good, howeve r, 

to see Christ ine Brette l l aga in look ing we ll af t er a long illne ss. 

We began with one minute s si lence in memor y of the Rev . 

A rt hur Pound who was once a me moer of our cl ub and who died las t 
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week . He was 83, and had alway s retain ed a lov e for the old papers. 
Joan Golen annou nced thal Pet er Masters , our minute secre tary, 

has been award ed the B.E.M. for hi s services to industry. We are 
sure he deserved th e honour award in Lhe Queen ' s bi rthd ay honours 
list . 

As both Chairman and Vice-Chairman w ere missing vour co rr es-
pondent took the chair . The L ibrar y is not used so iL was decided 
to sell the Magnels at 10p a CC)py w attending mt>mbers. 

After the refreshment break l gave a quiz of a general nacure. 
I thought it was a bit difficult, !Jut Christine Bretlell made light of 
it, celebrating her return with !ti out of 15 cnrreer. The pr l ze was 
a I towa rd Daker facsimile . The next item was a game, Hamilton 
Families, dlevised by Vin Loveday . It was the old game of Happy 
fa mi l ies re.hashed. ft was long and quite enjoyable, c1nd Christrne 
BreLtell was again the winner . 

l gave a reading from Magnet No. 1138 showing Ponsonby with 
Bunt er in his clutches. Till Bunt er Lurn~ the Lables. 

The next two meeting s wil l be informa l, but we arc expecti ng 
13ill Crof ts LO address us at our me~ ting on Sept.ember 24th . We hope 
for a good attenda nce. 

JACK BELLF'IELD (CorrespondenL) 

CORAL JUBILEE CE L EBRATfON 

FR IENDS AND memb er s of the C lubs ce lebra ted the 35th Anni 
versay o f the fo unding o f th e Northern C lub at th e Mansion Hote l, 
Leeds, on Saturday, 18th May . 

There was a wel co min g sher r y (provid ed by I l appy Hours 
Unlim ited ) and an impre ssive displa y o f hobby lit erature (br ought a long 
by membe r s fr o m the ir libr ari es). 

Celebrati on Menu boo kl ets (and servi e ttes) adorned the tab les, 
and th ere was a splendid lun cheon of (alm ost obviously !) Yorkshire 
Pudding, follow ed by roast beef ! I Jome- made appl e pie and f inall y 
co ffee with dair y crea m and wafer mints completed an enjoya ble meal . 

Sherr )/ for th e toasts again was provided by Happy I lours 
Unlim ited . The speakers look ed back on the hi story o f the Club and 
rho 1-!"h h u n <>,Jinrr trih111 P ti"\ thP fn 11n rli nP' f;:ith PrS - the" VO Un Q" m P.n 
\.. ll C ' l VLJUJ.! t-'"""J •••t, "-._ .. ,..,_ ... _ .. _ .... .. _ · - -··- ~-·o ~-~· ·--·,:,.. ---- ., - - · -o •; • -.! •• 

(as the y were) who returned to c iv i lian Ii fe af ter th e war Lo find a 
changed world, a world without SL. Frank ' s, wi th out St. Jim 's, with our 
Greyfriar s! T hey set out to rec lai m th e past - not simpl y for reasons 
of nost a lgi a, but beca use o f th e intrin sic liter ary worth o f the old 
boy ' s books .• 
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Tribute wa s a lso paid to Howard Bake r for hi s work in producing 

facsimile copies of the old book s. Our speakers wi shed him well 

and look ed forward to the tim e when (with luck) we would have on 

our she lv es th e co mplete saga of Gre y fri ars! 

An a fternoon ' en t ertainm ent fo ll owed with fir st o f all a talk 

by the guest speaker , Bill Lofts . He spoke abo ut the Howard Baker 

book s, and t old how the publi shing ventur e came about . 

Lal e r , t here was entert ainm ent by member s of th e Rochdale 

Pl aye r s, who pre sented a series of hum orous and dramatic readings 

from th e M agnet , int erl ard ed with poems cull ed fr o m Gyles Br and

ret h ' s ' Y arooh !'. 
After a buffet t ea the ce lebrati ons contin ued with a visit t o 

Mi c hael Bent ley ' s house, wher e we were ent ert ained and ushered into 

M ichae l' s priv ate c inem a, t here to see two ca rto on films , fo ll owe d 

by ' Passport lo Pim lico ' - th e Ealing Comedy . Refr eshment was pro

videcl bv Mr s. Bentl ey and rounded o ff a del ightful day. 

Copies of the Menu booklet are available from the Sec retary 

( th e Rev G. Good, Thornes Vicarage, Wake fi e ld, West Yorkshir e, WF2 

8D W) pri ce 50 p, plu s I 7p post age. 

LONDON 

Th e Ju ly mee ti ng cook the member s by the old bus to Waltham 

Abbey vi a a del ightful journey throu gh Lhe Epping For est via 

WalLham sLow , where th e firsL pick up of member s took pl ace . On 

to Woodford and Woodford Gr een, Buckhur st Hill co Lought on where 

t he main par ty were wa i ti ng. Th en the journe y to Tl1eydon Bois 

where t he pi cni c lunche s were enjoyed . Boarding the bus once more 

and on to Waltham Abb ey. I ler e the o ld abbey was inspected and 

tho ughts naturally turned to King Har o ld, the loser of th e Senlac 

Hill battl e, c ir ca 1066 . The delightful tea ve nue was enjo yed and 

ther e was an exc el lent menu inc luding apple tart fo r th e American 

visito rs. 
A delig htf ul journ ey back to Laught on and Walrh amstow ended 

a day Lo be r emembered . Votes o f th anks were acco rd ed to Mark 

Jarvis for providing the bus and Chri s Harper for arra nging the tea 

rendezvou s. 
Next meet jng on Sunda y, 11th Aug ust at the Ealing home of 

Thelma and F>ill Br ad ford . 
Kindl y inform if int endin g to be present . 

BEN WHlTER 
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T hirWen were present on a warm summ er 's eveni ng. Thirt een 
ce rtainly was not unluck y, fo r we were very pleased to welc o me a 
potentia l n,ew member, Eri c Cox . 

Jack All ison gave a r eport o f h is visi t a long with Mo ll y, to Radi o 
Leeds for ;:1 r adi o int ervi ew. 

Molly reported th a t we we r e to face a large inc r ease in rent: 
i t w as agr eed th at we shC>uld st ay at our pre sent accom modat ion for 
t he tim e bein g, un less anyone co u ld f ind any oth er place suita ble 
and che aper. 

Phot ogr aphs had been obt a ined of our Coral Jub ilee luncheon 
and Mich ael Bentl ey pro vided co mpl e t e seLs for me mbers w ho want ed 
t hem. Be tt y and Johnny Hopto n from our Midland Club had also 
kindl y se nt along some photo gr aphs, along wit h a very kind let ter 
of th anks. 

Margare t Atkin son present ed her fir sl qu iz: alo ng wi th her hus
band Keith, she is a kee n fo llower o f rhe work s o f Cha rl es Hamil ton. 
Jn the past we have alway s critici sed Har r y Blo we rs' quizze s, but 
in t he futur e we sh all kee p quie t ! K eith At kin son ( who promi sed 
he had known no thin g o f th e natur e o f the qui z) and Bi ll William son 
tied for first p lace with a total o f 6 - a ra th er abysmal r esu l t. 

Keith Smith read an int e resting arti c le conce rning EXPLiLS JONS 
AND SUSPENS fO NS fro m a 1965 co py of Scar y Paper Co lle c cor, by 
Bill Loft s. Alt oge ther, rnne boys had been expel led from Gr ey frt ars 
and hod not re turned; ot her members had done so. 

At n:ine p. m. it was ti me t o end our meetin g: we al l look fo r
wa rd to being toge th er again on 10th A ugust. 

JOHNNY BULL MfNOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Ar e yo u con sid ering di s()os ing of yo ur coll ec ti on o f S.R.L. 's? 
Sex t0n Blake enthu siast now seekin g t o pur c hase Sex ton Blake Librar y 
book s o f th e 1st and 2nd seri es th at are in good conditi on. Ver y best 
price s paid . 
.--.--.-- ... , _r .. .--. ~ , ••••• n r' r-~1 /' ,a r A ,.r nTC' C nAn V 11'/\ ~llt ~ /\ nf"\ C'"CCC'V 
I t.t<K '( bt ~t.N H AJV I, J ;:, c..:," vvr. L, K1 .:>c. r /-\ "-" ·• f'..v 1v11 vf\.t.1 1 L J uLA , 

RMI 4YM . (Tel ephone Rom for d 66378 - evening s). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ 
THOUG HT FO R THE MONT H: 

We spared the rod - and wound up with th e. beil c gener ati on. 
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THE POSTMAN CALLED 

R. J. McC AB E (Dund ee): 
Lhe wear y hours, Danny 
me up a lo t . Re- re ading 

fut mem ori es. 

I was laid lo w by a bug recentl y. To pas~ 

was my con sta nt: compani on. He cheered 

my Dig est s br ought back a host o f wondPr-

w. J. RAYN ER (Bur y Sc. Edm unds): re's d i ffi c ul t to reali se th at 

have been taking our magaz ine since 1946! I tr easur e all the copi es. 

J. r . BURRELL (Bri sto l): Danny 's Diar y is very enthu sia stic about 

t he Whart on/ Sta cey seri es. L agree th at it is a very moving serie s 

espec iall y when Wharton wins t hroug h in rhe end, bur it has pro

nounce d weak nesses. 
Quel ch raises Stacey to th e skie s befo re he has known him for 

long and is ver y quic k to condemn Whart on. All th is despit e th e 

str ong hint s from t he Head t hat Whart on was alri ght unr il Stacey 

came. 
A lso Stacey 's al ib i for be ing elsew here when Pik er 's barn was 

burnt was feeb le. T hr ee boys go for a wa lk and for no apparent 

reason one goes off in anot her dir ec ti on. Quelch co mpl etely f ail s 

to ta ke into account th e missing peri od and Whart on has to pay for 

t he da mage. 

ESMOND KA D1SII (Hendon): The D iges t co ntinu es to ac t as a sanit y 

restor er in thi s increas ing ly lunati c world! I did enj oy "The Man Who 

Ca me Back" . Personall y , I ' ve never return ed to St. Ji m' s - not being 

much good ac cri c ket , l doubt whether anyone would rememb er me 

anyway! 
I lov ed chis month' s cover:- "N ever dar ken my doors again!" 

Nowadays, I suppose, "d ad" would think th ere was somet hin g wrong 

with his son if he hadn ' t "expre ssed" him self by do ing someLhing 

de linqu ent . BuL th ere, I expec t I'm bein g unfair and cy nica l! 
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I'm happy to have been of some help to Mrs. Woods. The 

"Weird slea" stori es in the "Schoolgirl s' Week ly" had a romanti ca ll y 

spec tr al atm osphere about chem wh ich was in trig uing, alth ough, of 

cour se, as t hey wer e written for childr en, th e "ghosts " alwa ys had 

to end up being exposed as fakes . Someti mes I wi shed that once 

- ju st once - the phantom wou ld pr ove to be genuin e! 
Have enj oyed the piece on Rookw ood by Ern est Holman, and 

the one by Edwa rd Baldock amongs t oth ers. 
Long may th e Di gest flouri sh! 

C HARL ES C l IURCH JLL (Top sham): possess a Boys ' Fri end 3d 

Librn r'r co ncai nin g the opening Cedar Cr eek stori es. I value th is book 

highl) , It is printed horizontall y acro ss th e pages instead of length 

wise, with thr ee col umns o f print . I know they were li ke t his years 

i:1go be fore Lhey went th e norm al shape. Do you remember th is? 

T. HOPKl -!SON (Hyde) : Edward Baldock' s "Oth er Worlds" is one of 

th e best oo ncri bu~ions in C. D. for quit e some tim e. Perh aps he could 

be persuaded t o writ e aga in on u simil ar theme and under t he same 

head ing. 

PAUL GAL VIN (Garnsley): f n l 926 Mayn ard 's Ltd . (Conf ec ti onery) 

issued a se t o f tw e lve t rade curd s ent it led Bill y Bun ter seri es. As 

a co ll ec tor of c igarett e and tr ade cards I do not have an exa mple 

of t he set in my own co llecti on, but I did see a set recent ly at an 

auc t ion . A leadi ng deale r, in h is lates t ca ta logue, is sellin g th e card~ 

at £6 each. Th is seems a long way fr om th e days when small boys 

srood out si de shops asking "H ave yo u got a fag card, mi ster? ". 

J lM ME RRILL S (Exshaw, Canada): In the May issue I see a pictu re 

of B igg ies and i t bro ught back pleasant memori es of stori es in Modern 

Boy muny yenrs ago. /\ s a matter o f fact l have 18 copies of a 

serie s o f h im published by Armada paperbacks , so will have to gN 
them out aga in and hove another go. The publication date is 1962 

for th is seri es and it says ori gimd ly publi shed jn 1938 wh ich is a whil e 

ago. 
Danny 's Diary is m} favourit e in C.D . and the Editor ;s Chat 

comes nex t and the rest nic ely rou nded out with view s, re view s and 

tho ugh Ls biy so many readers on al l port s of th e hobby. A rea l Ion 

magazir.e . 



ALLAN QUA TE RMA IN by Cy ril Rowe 

l in s W . T . Thurbon, whom r salut e for hi s article on Rider 
Hagg ard in th e 1984 annua l, ever t ri ed to follow the prog r ess of Allan 
Qu at ermain 's li fe from the hapha zard appearance of the var ious books, 
four tee n in all - and three short stories , for they do not appea r in 
reg ular seq uence lik e Horn bl owe r, say, or lik e Ted dy LesLer. 

We c,an se t " MA RI E" fir st, the Lale of hi s yo ut h and fir st mar
ri age . Seco nd co mes ALLAN 'S Wlf E, the tale o f hi s young man 
hood and th e birth of hi s son, Harr y. Stella, hi s second w if e, is men
ti oned ofte n af t er , but never Mari e, her death was too tra gic , and 
A.Q . never rea ll y got over th e ~rngui sh of i t . 

Hi stor ica ll y we ca n date hi s birth year from "M arie'' . The Great 
Trek of 1836, and Ding aan' s massacre of Re lie f 's band in 1838 - th e 
dat e of A. G. ' s marr ia ge. Marie wa s ju st 21 and A .Q. a few mon th s 
young.er, so hi s birth was in 1817. 

Hi s mar riag e to Ste ll a in 'A LLA N'S WIFE' we cc1n put at 1842-
3 and Harr y ' s birth at 1844 (say). These few years a l low him to 
re cover hi mself and take up hi s huntin g profess ion. 

We know also f rom hiscori cal dot es and references th m ' C hild 
of Storm' wi rh Mamee na come~ nexl ur c:1round L855 for in th e short 
story ' A Ta le of Three Lions' th e edi tor I !RH sta te s that Harr y who 
was w i th A .Q. then, was "a lad o f aro und fo urte en" so we now get 
to 1858 (say ), and histor ical dates g iv e us 1959 for "Maiwa' s Revenge". 

Hans, A .Q. ' s Hott ento t co mpanion, appea rs in six nove ls whi ch 
help us somew hat. Can we find a sequence? "Mari e" and "Child 
o f St or m" are placed , but wher e do "The Holy Fl owe r", "Th e Treasure 
o f the Lake ", "She and A lan" f i t in . We know "Th e Ivor y C hi ld" is 
the fin al one as in it Hans die s and wi thout di sput e we can p lace 
th em all befo re " FJNlSH ED", as in thaL tale Han s is referr ed to in 
the past ten se, so all are before 1879-80 whic h is th e date history 
gives for th e eve nt s therein . 

" The Holy fl owe r" co mes first 1869-70 fol lowed by "H eu - Heu" 
a yea r or so later 1872 (say ). 

r place "She and Allan" next by th e r e feren ce to llmslopogaas 
that A .Q. make s in ::Ai ian Quatermain!!, !![ had not seen him for 12 
years '\ which p laces it at around 1873. I have the evidence o f Allan' s 
deat h f n l 885 for this pla cemenl. 

"T he Tr easur e of the Lake" must come bet ween this and "Th e 
Ivo ry Child " as in the latter Hans is kil led by the elepha nt Ja na. 
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So can we pla ce these events somewhere in th e years 187 4-1878 
before ''Firnished", we hav e to allow for the time journe ys take . 

Obviousl y "The Ancient Allan" and "Al lan and the Ice Gods" 
are the halluc in atary experiences in England, when A .Q. liv ed in Yo r k
shire , on coming home after "King Solomon ' s Mine s'' and the expedili on 
to his death in 1884-5 in ALLAN QUATERMAJN. 

I place KSM sometime aro und 1880- 81 as A.Q . mee ts hi s tw o 
adv entures on t he S S DUNKELD in which A.Q. rep crts , had been 
th e pas~agce out of Sir Garnet Wolseley to take charge of the British 
A rm y in 1879. 

I pos:sess al l H.R.H. books in fir st edition and although l know 
the re are author' s error s (which H.R.H. jn later editions) and in lat er 
addition s t o the sage attempt ed to iron out . T make a Lentativ e 
seque nce as: -

Allan ' s bir t h in: - 1817 
MARIE 1838 
ALLAN 'S Wlf E l 843 
CH ILD OF STORM 1855-6 

*TALE Of THREE LIONS 1858- 9 
MAIWA'S R EVEN GE 1859 

*H UN TER QUAT ERMAIN'S 
STORY 1867 - 8 

*LONG ODDS 1869 
THC HOLY FLOWE R 1870- 71 
HEU- HEU OR T l IE 

MONST ER 
SHE AND ALLAN 

1872 
1872-3 

THE TREASURE O F THE *'&/?&£ 
LAK .C 1873-75 

THE IVORY CHI LD 1875- 77 
FINJSHED J 879 
KING SOLOMONS MIN ES 1880- 81 
T HE ANC LENT ALLAN 1882-83 
ALLAN AND THE ICE 

GODS 
ALL AN QUATE RM A IN 
ALLAN 'S DEATH (MID 

1882-83 
1884-85 

1885) 

* These ar e short sto ri es as is 'Macep a t he Buck ' - 1879. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CONFESS IO NS OF A STOR Y- PA PER A DDICT by Es mond Kadish 

A s f :ar back as 1 ca n remember, l always seem to have had 
my nose buried in a st ory paper . Maybe i t' s a family tradition -
I ca n certain ly reca l l my mum saying that she had revel led in the 
... 1- ~ .... ,...." _ , \A /n.., ... H \i\ Til l1 1..'"'\ .,,,"\rl 'Ti,...orl Tirt'\ itt r, IIP<: CIC ,3 '1r\l l t1.f'T n'ilo--1 1n 
u v 1115 ::, v 1 vycciJ J , , J 1 11 c.... 01,u 1.1, vu , 11 11 n1 '-' ' '' '-'J u ..:, u 1 vu11 6 6 ,1 , , J11 

t he L'.losing yea rs of th e la st century . 
But iL was the tupp eny papers, with the bright, glowing c~oloured 

co vers, th at J reolly cove ted, and longed to be ab le to read. A mongst 
my ea rll eBt recol lec tl ons is trotting down to Mr . and Mr s. Haye ' s 
paper shop, with dad. to buy m} fir s t copy of Tl Y TOTS, when I 
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w as f ive, and had ju st st ar te d at th e loc a l infant s' sc hool . Anoth er 

happ y memor y is o f be ing perched on dad' s knee , whi 1st he read th e 

lnt es t in st a lm ent o f "Nob ody' s Little Gir l" , the "sch oo l serial" in 

PLAYBOX, in hi s c lear, ple asant voi ce. Of co ur se, I was desperate 

co learn to read - what oth er way was there to ent er this fasc inating 

world o f sLOry- paper chara c te rs? Lik e most yo ungsters, in those pre

war days , I soon did! Our "r ece pu on" c lass of fon y or so fiv e- yea r

o ld s w as st art ed o ff with th e "sounds" o f lh e le tt er s almo st imm e

di a tel y ; th ere was no nonsense in t ho<;e days abo ut the child learnin g 

t o read "wh en he is ready"! 
So I r ead my own T INY TOT S, and pro gressed rapidl y t J 

CH ICK 'S OWN, whi ch fe atur ed l he "ad- ven- cures o f Ru- pert th e 

Chi c k", and then, BO- PEEP. Th e o th er colour ed papers foll owed 

when f unds we re ava il abl e - in qui ck success ion. Th ere was 

BUBBL ES and SUNBEAM, and the tw o paper s whi ch unfolded lik e 

a co rwPrtin a: PUC K and CRACK ERS. My warme st af fee t ion, thou gh, 

was re serv ed for the Bruin Boys in T IGER T IM 'S WF F.KL Y and t he 

RAINBOW (and Ti ge r Tillie c1nd th e Hippe Girl s in PLAYBOX, too!) 

and, lik e many peo pl e, it is an a ff ec ti on which has las ted int o adult 

life . In the mid - firti cs , I fe lt qu i te u pang on learning that the 

RA INBOW was to cease publi ca ti on , and the be loved !-\ruin Boys bc1.11-

ished w th e back page or Tl , Y TO TS - ''li v in g in st ra it ened ci rcum 

stances in th e bac k- ro om fl a ts o f Tin y Tott enham", as som e witty 

fe ll ow put i t at t he t im e! 
Th er e were, I r emember, some ha l f -l1ea rt ed att empt s to ge t 

me int e rested in the C HILDR EN 'S NE WSPAP ER, but I never rea ll y 

to ok co it . The adult newspapers seemed so mu ch more rea l, and, 

beside s, th e n:: was the additi onul att r ac tion of suc h fav ourit e charnc 

te rs as Pip, Squeuk and Wilfr ed, Rup ert Bear , Happ y (th e lit t le bea r 

o f th e Arkub s), and Teddy T ail. So l passed over Arthu r Mee ' s 

"improving " pub li catio n, and join ed th e Arkub s and th e Teddy Ta i l 

Lea gue in st ead , r eceiv in g badges, ,rnd lett ers ac tu a ll y signed by Teddy 

Tail and Happy th e Bea r, respectiv e ly! At thi s point in my reading 

ca reer, however, it was tim e to dr op such "kid s' stuff", ,md gr aduate 

to t he exc iting world of real boy s' paper s. 

ft was a time for exp erimenting, and i tri ed as many papers 

as I co uld wheedl e t he nec essar y rupp ences out of my parent s. Every 

one at school seemed t o be r eading th e Thomson papers, so l took 

th e ROV ER, WIZARD, OR HOTSPUR for a whil e, but found th e chara

c t e rs unreal and st ere o ty ped for the most part. I liked the NELSON 
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LEE , bu t th e paper had al most run it s co ur se by th e ti me 1 had 
started to read i t . Not being "m echa nically-mi nde d" - as the y used 
t o call il - I was no·t keen on the MOD ERN BOY, althoug h I d id 
enjoy the tal es o f one Charl es Hami lt on, whose schoo l and adv entur e 
sto r ies were alm ost as good, I though t, as those of Fra nk Richard s 
and Mar ti n CTi ffo rd in th e MAG NET and GEM. r da ll ied, too , with 
such papers as the C HAMPIO N, T RI UMPH , and RANGER, but a love
affair never really deve loped with any of t hem. I tr ied the gi r ls' 
paper s, also, and round them surprisingly good, and noc one whit 
as "soppy " as everyone had assur ed me they would be. Finolly I 
decided thac the school-sto r y was my fav ouri te type of fiction -
although I ,enjoy ed adent ur e t ale~ too. 

Whnt paper s, then, d id l ultimately "plump for " ? Wel l , ca n' t 
yo u guess? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NO OR CHID S f OR BILLY BUNTER writ es M. R. T hompson 

! don ' t lik e Bun ter - never have liked Bun te r . When his pre-
sence is in a s tor y my mood changes from happy reading LO dark 
tho ughts of mur cler . He is a despi cab le charac ter . Give me one 
good reason why J shou ld change my mi nd? nnd ple ase - PLEASE 
don ' t bring hi~ moth er into il. Hi s eati ng a lone is most rep ul sive. 
lf a pig happene d to be pr esent as he slurps and _gurgles, il wou ld 
most likely walk away in disg ust. He seems to have all the faili ngs 
thal is possib lP any one hum an be ing ca n have . Co nceit , co wardly, 
thoughlless - I co u ld go on and on through Lhe l ist. These Cew Jines 
above will prove to you that l co nsider T3unLer to be o re8 l person. 
1-lamil ton has a lot to answe r for by int rod uci ng me l.o hi m many 
yea rs ago . How ever, he did bring me int o the Happy Circ le of so 
many characLt>rs; good, b;.;id and indif ferent, and l must admit Bun ter 
does f i t in. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DANDY Annu1.1ls 1969 - 1970 - 1972 - I 973. 
One no date; spin e damaged . Reano 1971. Wonder Book of Rai lways; 
Buff a lo Bil l; Rover; Lion ; Bobby Bear s; Teddy Rears . 
Offer s. Magnet s 19 19 to 1940 - 50p each; co ver s taped . S.a.e. 

0 1 ... YMPUS, SANDF ORD MI LL ROAD, C H ELMSFO RD, ESS[X . 
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PCR S1\LE - and offers invited for 

TRE CDLLEX::'J'ICN CF 'lHE LA'IE JOIN IJXJ< 

GEMS - BOUND VOLUMES: ld Gem - 1908 1-43 ; 1090 47-59 ; 1()12/1914 248-.145 ; 1917/19B 

475 - 569 . Al l newly boun d . 1 ,d Gem - 1919 569- 620 ; 1920 621-646 ; 1920 647-672 ; 

l92l 672-698 . All newly bound . - T.cDSE ci.ri,, BOUND GEMS 1937/ 1938 1557- 156, . V .G . 

MAGNETS - BOJND VOLU~ : 1°17 469-493 ; 1917/18 496-542 ; 1918/19 ~43-574 ; 1920/21 

648-67 3 . All newly bound . 

110.,JARD BAKER \/'OLUMES : Gn~yf ri a.r s Book Club 8di.tions .l-9 ; 11-lG ; 18-2::i ; 26 ; 29-3 7 ; 

39-40 ; 42- 49 . Greyf r iars Bond Filit ions 1-i2 ; 21-23 ; 27-?b ; 35 - 40 ; 42 ; 65-67 ; 

70-75 ; 77 ; 80 ; 85 . Gem vols . l ; 2 ; 6 ; 11 ; 12 . II. B. Greyfnars Holiday Arinl.lills 

1973-1984 . H. B . Hol i day Annual 1974 . 11. H. Sumner Cmnibus 1977 and 1978 . 

c.:ollectors Pi e of Magnet and Gem No. 1 ~. H. B. DeLuxe Collectors r:.di tio n China 

Ser ie s No . 25A . All above mint condit:ion . 

MlSCELLANEx:lUS ITEMS: Yarooh ; Greyfrla r s Prospectus ; Museum Press B. B. Picture U<Xlk. 

All mint . Vol ume Boys ' °"71 Annunl Assorte<l manbers - Octo t:>er 1905-1906 . Fair . 

c.D. Annu als Nos . 26 - 38 (1972- 1984) Mfot . Penny Popular - S ing les (Fa ir t.o Good) 

Nos . 2-3 ; 5- 40 . V.G . for age . H. B . Catalogues - 36 mis cella neous . 

Ori ginal Magnet s - Fair condition - 328 ; 421 ; 429 ; 449-451 ; 455 ; 458 ; 460 ; 462-468 ; 

495 ; 507 ; 5- 9 ; 593 ; 1528 ; 15 57 ; 1683 . Orig in a l Gems - Pair c'Ond i.t.lo n - !d 30; 32-

36 ; 38 ; 40 ; 43- 45 ; 47 . ld 357 ; 436- 437 (c/c l 438- 439 ; 44 0 (c/c) ; 441-44 4; 4!>9; 

462 - 46 3 ; 515 . Hd 537 ; 55fJ-560 ; 56::!; 568 . 2d 556 . C . D. - Pair to good - 4 ; 12 ; 

35 (2); .l6 ; 46 ; 51 ; 54 ; C,1; f,8 ; 70-11 ; 111 ; 118 ; 127 ; 128/129 ; 131 ; 149 ; 163 ; 187 ; 

18 9 ; 202 ; 229 ; 23?.; 234 ; ~40 ; 248 ; 262 ; 300 ; 457/458 ; 460 . Piclur" Post - 3 volll!Tles 

October 1 , l9 J8 - Vol. 1 Ncm. 1-14 , Oct. Lo Dec . 1'3_18. Mrnt . 

11.B. first i ssue MagneL Canpanion ( Vol . 2 Nos . 1- 13, Jan . to Apr . 1939 . Mint . 

( Vol . J Nos . 1-13 , Apr . to July 1939 . Mint . 

Museum Press - The G/F Chc.i.Tact e r s Vol . 2 ; Compani on Series Vo l. 2 ; G/G Companion . 

Mint . Rookv,oo:i Vol. 5 ; G/F' Ccrnpanion Centenery Edit ion Vol . J ; s t. Pra nk s Jubilee 

Comp. Mint . 'l\.o C. fl . L.1brary Catalogue (Grey and Green cover s) ; The Housemasters 

Homecoming . Min t . H. B. Gr efriars Gaze tt e Nos . 28-29 , 31-34 , 36- 38 , 41-42 . Mint . 

All enquiries regard:Lng a ny o f the a bov e to be addressed to R. F . (Bob) Acraman a t 

Court field , 49 Kings en d , Ruislip , Midc1x. , llA4 7DD, who at the .request o f Mrs . Look 

has ag r eed to act as her agen t in the sale a.nd dis1.osal of the above CX>llection . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
TWO OF TH E BCST AG Al N by Len Hawkey 

Foxwell 's name was probably the fir st to reg ister with the writ er 

also, and T'm sur e J.E.M . w i ll not mind my passing a few comm ent s 

on th e rw o fine anists he so r ightly prai ses. My me mory of Foxwe ll 

pre cedes hi s by a lm o~t a dec ade, thank s to th e PLA YBOX Ann ual 

o f th e late "Great War '' era . Fr eddie C rompt on (The Browni e Boys) 

and H. O' Ne ill (th e Two Pic kles) also o f ten signed or initiall ed t heir 

work, but th e Bruin Boys were my great favo ur it es, and acc ordingl y 

Foxw e ll s was t he name l primaril y recall . I did not "find" Shei lds 
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till some 9 or IO years lat er - I did not find his name in th e 
"M agnet " but I think from some ot her magaz ine in whi ch he had 
signed a drawing . The st y le was unmi stak eab le. 

By co incid ence , I beli eve they both fir st appeared toge th er in 
the PLA YBOX Annual for 19 J 3 - and by an ironi c twi st, it was Shi eld s 
who drew t he (tn en) Hipp o Boys (page 3 - "H ands Up for t he Annu al 
- for chose who li ke to chec k) where as f'ox wel l did a sc;hoo lr oom 
illu stralion of boys running home aft er c lasses (page 181 - "P ensive 
Reco l lections " )! Th ese ro les ce rt ai nly changed in followi ng yea r s. 
HSF ' s fir st Tig er Tim wor k in t he P laybox was the cover of the 1916 
A nnual - th o ' he dr ew on ly th e last "strip" o f t heir adventur es, in 
t hi s issue. St range ly Mr ~. Hipp o was sti II pr esiding in the Pla ybox 
Annu al, with M. C. Ve i Leh, Geo. Gat co mbe, as well as J. St affor d 
Bak er st ill portrayi ng th e cha r acte rs - yet Mr s. Bruin was in charge 
in th e "R ai nbow " week ly , and foxwe l l was already t he regu.lar art ist. 
Does anyon e know vJhy th is was - or why Mr s. Hipµo was replaced 
by Mr s. Bruin ? T he off icia l "hand ove r" is depicte d in t he fir st 
"strip" o f th e 1917 Pla ybox Annual, bu t no re asons give n. Pr obably 
M rs. H. was worn ouL by th e you ng miscrea nts! 

Inci denta l ly, B. O. Wy mer , anot her of the "B ruin Boys" art ists, 
was not, as Mr . Doyl e stat es in hi s 1964 "Wh o's Who of Boy' s lllu s
tra tors", one of th e last of t '.1e li ne - he sta rt ed in l 9 18, if not ear -
1 le r. Of co urse, he may still have been depic ting th em in the ir last 
days - 1 piicke d up at a Jumb le Sale onl y last week, a 1956 Rainbow 
A nnual - in virtua l ly mint co ndi t ion - and (unless the A. P. had uti li sed 
work fr om old publi ca ti ons (it dicln t look lik e it) Anto n Lock , S, J. 
C.ish , P.J. Haywa rd, and Harry Lane, as wel l as dear o ld R. J. 
Ma cDonald, were Sti l l dr aw ing, as th ey had done when t he Ann ual 
sl ar l ed 30- odd years before ! Al I the chara cte rs menti oned in t he open
ing par agra phs were still t here , and th e artist s who portrayed them 
we re adept in imit ating the ori g inals. 

Shie ldls, alas , was not th ere , and who indeed cou ld imita te him . 
J .E.M. - a.nd oth ers - have paid tribu te to th is super lat ive illu str at or, 
alth ough 1 am sur e his ve ry be:-;t years wer e a lr eady behind him, when 
he took over from Chapmon in the "M agner". He was then 50, and 
had been a profe ssional arti st fer a!most 30 years . Looking at his 
ve ry ear ly work, aro und the turn of the cent ury , one det ec t s a sli ght 
ske tchiness, and a likene ss al times Lo Albert Morr ow and/or Fr ed 
Ho lmes. But soon, he could - and did - dr aw anyi,hing~ 

Car too ns and co mi c - fea tur es in e.g. "Pi ck- me-Up" - adventur e 
and hislo ri ,cal storfes - funn y ani mals and fniry - ::;tori e!:i - Sexto n Blak e 



- adult '' roman ces" - little "thum b-n ail '' ske tc hes 

- and of cou rse bo th boy 's and gi rl's .school yar m,. 

tn have r ea lised hi !- pote nt ia litie s f ro m t he first, 

work wa s ror the m unti l his death in the lal e '40 's. 

for An swf' rs et c . 
The A .P. seems 

and most of hi s 

Personal ly r fee l hi s best work wc.1s done betwe en about J 908 

and 192 0 or so. The large pages or th e "Boys ' friend ", the "Rea lm" 

and ''I lerald" bear t estim ony to this - lh e exc e ll ence of hi s many 

cove r s fo r " P luck" , "Ch eer Boys Cheer " , ~tc. - maybe, above nl!, lli s 

wo r k in the "Girls ' f riend" , Gir l 's Reader" and many "lib raries " devoted 

to th e yo ung fe male reader . Th ere was a f reshness and vi t aliry, 

wonderful de Lai l and inv entiv eness, and a deli cacy of line (or bru sh) 

work, which is not so ev idenL in his later drawings. l hi s i s on ly 

to be expected - th e inspir ed spark le o f one' s yo unger days t urn s 

ro a pr actised but prof essio nal expe rti se. This is not to denigrate 

Shie ld' s work in hi s late r yea rs. He was always ex cPll ent, and co uld 

s till r um hi s hand - m pen - to any subject - buL wh o, at 50, yet 

a lone 60 - can hope to recaptur e "chaL fir sL, fin e, carelPss ra ptur e" ? 

A s J. E.M. says , ar t isLs l ik e these should alw ays reta in a warm 

place in our memori es of the ol d paper s - we are lucky Lo have liv ed 

in a per iod when such work wc1s ovni l~ble - ;, ou have only to look 

in the p:.iges or ''Pun ch" to "'ee whaL I mean. !'he Jokes are as good 

as ever - of cen funnier th an of yo r e - but th e anwork - non-existant ! 

We shal l not see the lik es of the Bro cks, or Shepp erson - or Illing

wort h - or indePd Shield s and Foxwe ll aga in. 

* * * * * * ~ * t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
THE DEBIT AND CHf":DJT SIDE TO f H E HORBY by J .w. Cook 

Have you ever asked yo urself "I s it worth iL" ? fhe stra nge 

fasc inati on these grand o ld paper s and books sti l l ho ld for us has 

made man y demand s that when summed up may leave us making th e 

above rema r k. 
On the debit side t here is the continuit y o f adding to one 's 

co ll ec tion whi ch can be alm ost limitless . A g lanc e throu gh th e cata

logue of boys ' papers and books over th e last eight y yea rs will show 

that i t is quit e possibl e fo r any of the se publicati ons co turn up in 

the most unlik ely p !aces 1 and who amon g us would not rejoic e addin g 

such tr easur es Lo our co ll ec t ion . 
Th at is, if you can af ford to pay t he price for them . Some 

there ar e who couldn't a fford t he price but bought t hem and creat ed 

troub le for themselves . T hey ove rspent . They succ umbed to the 

magneti c char m th ese old peri odical s radi ate . 
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I doubt if there is one of us who doesn't desire to know the 
history of particular favourite papers and something about the authors. 
This means delving and writing letters and begins a chain reaction 
that swells as time goes by. for very soon, you get involved with 
the sagas of othe r boy's books and you want to know more about 
them and collect them. 

But if you have any sense you will realise you must limit your 
expenditure and confine your co ll ect ing to only a few sections of 
the hobby. If you have any sense, that is. But where this most 
famous of occupational pastimes is concerned it is very unusual to 
by-pass a paper that rises out of the dim past and could be yours 
for amount asked. 

Then there 's the exchanges. And the borrowing. And the 
returning. Postage not being in the least comparable to the good 
old days when the papers were published, inroads to our pocket may 
make us repeat the above remark I make in the begin ning. 

But what about the credit side? Do these old books and papers 
retain for l!S the magic spell we once knew? Do they still trans
port us into realms that exist only in our wildest dreams? Is the 
literature $0 fascinating in the se books of long ago that we are com
pelled to nurse them, to caress them with loving tenderness? And 
to pay the price asked for them? 

The fact that we do all these things answers the questions. 
for I cannot see any harm in this hobby. Only good. The papers 
belong to an age that doesn't compare favourably with that of today. 
We are enjoying these baoks because they remind us of the days 
when moral values, education and a privileged caste prevailed and 
we benefitted from this. One has only to recognise the absence 
of these today to unders tand their loss. It seems the habit nowadays 
to belittle the old values, and for that reason those of us who are 
impelled to advertise our hobby in the hope of bringing t o light new 
facets of the history of the old books may be looked upon as pecu
liar. Only because we don't go along with all th e new ideas. 

Our beloved old papers will certa inly not corrupt us. They 
are wholes:ome reading and justice is the keynote to them all. Is 
it all worth it? Yes, I am sure it is. What it does cost us to main
tain the hobby is fully recompensed by the wonderful tjmes we get 
reading about our favourite characters . They will never di.e. They 
are your friends, staunch and true. 
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Rec ently we present ed you with a Thomas Henr y "Will iam " illus

t ra tion fr om the year 1939. Now we go nearl y twenty yea rs ear lier, 

when a younger Thomas Henry was presenting, with equal success, 

the very early Willia m stories . 

* * * * * 
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